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1 Samuel 12, 24. 


Only fear the Lord, and ſerve him in truth, with 
all )cur heart; for confidder how great things 
he hath done for you. 


F we look back to the eighth Chapter of chis firſt Book 

[| of Samuel, we ſhall find, that the 1ſrae/ires were ex- 
treamly deſirous of a King. The Government which 

God had ſer vp amongſt them, did not ſatisfie them - 

They were fond ef being like ro other Nations round about 
them: They would have a King to Rule over them : They 
were weary of that eafie, that gentle Government, which 
God had Erected ; they would have one that ſhould Rule 
with a more abſolute ſway, and exerciſe a Power more De- 
ſpotical amongſt them. Bur this was a moſt apparent affront 
to their God it was an ungrateful contempt of his Govern- 
--ment- Therefore ſays God to Samuel, 1 Sam. 8.7. They have 
not rejefted thee, but they have rejefted me, that 1 ſhould not 
» Reign over them ; i, e. This their eager defireof a King, was 


I not ſo much a quarrel they had againſt Samuel, as it was a” 


daring affront to God himſelf, who had placed them under 
4that ſort of Government by Judges. 
> In this chap. 12th. verſe 1. we have an account of Samuel's 
» diſccurſe to this People ; in which he tells them, that he 
x had granted their requeſt, had complied with their un- 
.reafonable demand, and had appointed them a King. Then 
She goes about to convince them of their Ingraticude to their 
= God, in their having been ſo impatiently importunate for a 

King. He recounts to them, how eminently God had ap- 
Ipeared on their behalf; How Souty he had delivered _ 

2 wit 


(-2 ) 
with what wonders of Providence he had favoured them ; 
how he had many times ſecured them from the hands of 
their cruel Enemies, who ſought their deſtrution. Then 
in the cloſe he very tartly upbraids them with their difinge- 


nuous carriage to their God in their peremptory requelt of 


a King, verſe 12. Te ſaid unto me, nay, but a King ſhall Reign 
over us, when the Lord your God was your King, 

Farcher to convince them of their ſin againſt their God, 
and of the Divine diſpleaiure againſt themſelves for ſo in- 
ſolent a piece of Ingratitude : He calls for a Storm of Thun- 
der, and of Rain, verſe 17. Is it not Wheat-Harveſt to day ?- I 
will call to the Lerd, and he ſhall ſend Thunder, and Rain, that 
10u may perceive, and ſee that your wickedneſs 1s great, which ye 
have done in the ſight of the Lord, in asking you a King. And 
immediately ſach a ſtorm of Thunder, and Rain, was ſent 
from Heaven, which was ſomewhat unuſual in thoſe Coun- 
treys in time of Harveſt, as ſome aſſure us. This Judgment 
ſomewhat awakened them ; hereupon they addreſs Samnc! 
to intercede with God for them, verſe 19. And all the people 
ſaid unto Samuel, pray for thy Servants unto the Lord thy God, 
that we die not, for we have added to all our ſins this Evil, to ack 
us a King. Samuel tells them, that he would become a Sup- 
plicant on their behalf. For, ſays he, verſe 23. God forbid 
ibat I ſhould ſin againſt the Lord, in ceaſing to prey for you. As 
if he had ſaid, I am fenfible that it is my unqueſtionable 
duty to pray for you; as I am a man, an Iſraelite, a Miniſter, 
I amobliged to do this for you. Nay, ſo far was he from 


putting them off with a Denia!, that he would not only pray 


tor them, which was part of his Office, but as a faithful 
Miniſter, he would likewiſe inſtruct, and adviſe them for 
their advantage, and happineſs ; he would diſcover to them 
what courſe they ſhould take, what methods they thou!d 
purſue, to become a peaceful, a proſperous, and a flouriſhing 
People. Therefore he ſays, 1 will reach you the g99d, ard the 
right way: A way. far beyond any thing of the be/t Humane 
Politicks whatever ; a Method, for ſafety, and (ettlemear, 
far ſurmounting any thing they could polſhibly ccntrive 
And this way he lays before then in the words of my Text, 
VIZ. 

On!y fear the Lord,and ſerve him intruth, with all your heart 3 


for 


(.3,) 


for conſider-bow preat things he hath done for you. 

In which words you have theſe things confidera=1s ; as 

1, An Exhortation to a duty. Fear the, Lord, and ſerve 
him in truth, with all your beart, 

In which Exhortation you may again confider, 

(1.) The Matter exhorted tg; which is, to fear the 
Lord, and ſerve him in truth, 7. e. They were to worthip 
him with a Worſhip of his own preſcription, and of Divine 
Inſtitution, 

(2.) You have the amner preſcribed, how this duty is 


tobe performed; with all the beart. 


2. You have the Encouraging Motive laid down to in- 
duce them to the more careful diſcharge of this preſcribed 
duty ; and that in thoſe words ; For een/ider how great things 
he bath done for you, 

From the words I would preſent you with this Truth to 
be the. ſubje& of a ſhorr Diſcourſe ; viz 


Do@. That the conſideration of thoſe great things which 
God has done for a Pecp'e , ſhould be a powerful 
Argument to induce them to fear, and ſerve him in 
truth, and with all their bearts, 


V Vhat IThave to ſay vpon this ſubje, I (hall confine to theſe 
following Generals: As, _ 

(1.) I ſhall briefly ſhew you what we are here ro under» 
ſtand by fearing, and ſerving of God. 

(2.) VVhat it may import to ſerve God in truth, and with 
all the heart. 

(3.) Prove that the Conſideration of the great thingsGod 
has done for a people ſhould be a powerful Argument 
- perſuade them to ſerve God in Truth, and with all the 

eart- 

(4.) Shall make ſome practical improvement-of it. 

P (1.) I ſhall briefly ſhew you what we are kere to under- 
ſtand by fearing, and ſerving of God. 

I ſhall not at preſent detain you with a diſcourſe about 
the various ſignifications of the word. [| fear] it will be fuf- 
ficient for my preſent purpoſe to prove to you that this 
word many times in the Sacred Scriptures, is 07 fo anaphs 
a"H1gnr-.. 


(4) 
2 (enification, as to. denote the whole worſhip of God. 
Thus, Deut. 10. 12. And now [{rael, what doth the Lord thy 
God require of thee, but to ſear the Lord thy God ? 1. e. to adore, 
and worſhip him in oppolicion to all Herrhenith Idolartries, 
and falſe-worſhip. And thus, P/a/. 34. 9. Oh! fear the 7 ordyje 
his Saints, i.e, Pay him all che reip=3, tlie reverence, and 
adoration which is his duez, Thus Vent 6.13. T bon ſhalt zear the 
Lord thy God, and ſerve him, ard ſhalt ſmear by his Name. What 
we are here to underſtand by the fearmg of God, may be learnt 
from thoſe words of our Saviour; which are a comment 
upon this Text, 4a'th. 4. 10. Thou ſha't worſhip the Lord thy 
God, and him only ſhalt thou ſerve. Here our Lord explains the 
wordc[ /ear]by worſhip So that frequently in the ſacred wri- 
tings we meet wich the word { fear ] importing the whole 
worthip of God.In this ſenſe are we to take the word [ fear] 
in the Text : And the following word {/erve] is Exepetical 
of the former, and likewiſe ſhews, thatby the word (_ fear ] 
weare to underſtand a worihipping, and an adoring of the 
True God. 

Then as tothe word [7 ſerve | it alſo imports the worſhip- 
ping of God, look back but to verſe 10. of this Chapter, 
and hence you may learn the meaning of this word. For 
there is it ſaid; 4nd they cryed to the Lord, and ſaid, we bave 
ſinned, becguſe we have forſaken the Lord, and have ſerved Baa- 
lim and Aſhtaroth ; But now deliver us out of the hands of 
our Enemies, and we will ſerve thee, Where the [ering of God 
15 put in oppoſition to the /erving of Baalim, and Aſhtaroth, 
and ſo plainly denotes the wor(hipping of God. So that 
che thing which Samue! here prefles the 1/raelites to, Is the 
paying - bs homage, that honour, and adoration to the great 
Jehovah, to the only immortal God, which are his due. He 
would have them to give over the worſhipping their Baalimn, 
and their Aſbrtaro:h; to renounce all Heathen Deities, and 
= _ themſelves intirely to the ſervice of the only True 

0d. 

(2,) Iam to explain what it does import to ſerve, and fear 
God in truth, and with all the Heart, And here, 

(1.,) What it is to ſerve, and worſhip God in truth, Now 
to ſerve God in truth is to worlhiphimina way, and a man-« 
ner of his own appointment. Ic is to preſent him him oi. 

uc 


(s) 
ſuch ſervices as he himſelf has Authorized. So that it is 
put in oppoſition to all ſalſe worſhip. For Samzel does here 
caution the 1/raelites againſt all Idolatrous, and Superſlitious 
uſages 3 againſt all kind of worſhip that has not the ſtamp of 
Divine Aathority put upon it, for no worſhip can be pleating 
to God, but what canplead a Divine warrant. Whatever 
pompous Devotions, and gaudy Ceremonies men may adopt 
into-their worſhip, if they cannot ſhew a. Commiſſion from 
Heaven for them, God will abhor them, altho their eſteem 
may be ne're ſo much buoyed op by Mens approbation, and 
applauſe. God's will, and command is the Rule of worſhip, 
not Mens teeming fancies ; Therefore' itis a fin againſt God, 
an affront to his Soveraignty for any man, or any ſociety 
of Mens to uſe any other fort of worſhip, than that God 
has legitimated by his own Command. Wherefore God 
rebuking the ſinful complyance of the Jews with the Idola- 
trous worſhip of the Heathen nations condemns their 
practices, as finful, becauſe they were not bottom'd upon 
any command of his, Jerem. 19 5. They have bmilt alſo the high 
places of Baal, to burn their Sons with fire, for burnt-offerings unto 
Baal z which I commanded not, nor ſpake it, neither came it into 
my mind, They had no injunRion from God for the war- 
ranting ſuch a kind of worſhip, that was enough to render 
it anlawfal. They aQted without a Commiſſion, therefore 
was it falſe worſhip, and fore diſpleafing to God. Now wor-- 
ſhip may be falſe. Either, 

(1.) With reſpect ro the Obje#. Or; 

(2.) With refpe& to the Medium of Worſhip. 

(1.) Worſhip may be falſe with reſpect to the Objed of it. 
As when perſons terminate that Rn is only due to 
the great God, on any Created, fand finite being, when they 
pay that homage and adoration to the Creature,which ought - 
entirely tobe confin'd to the gloriousCreator:either when they 
limit their Devotions to the Creature,with a total negle&R of 
the Almighty Godzand ſubſticute ſome other perſon,or thing - 
in his Room to be the 0bje# of their Religious adorations- 
Thus ſome beſotred wretches worſhip the Devil; pay their - 
homage to the Prince of Darkneſs, as if He were the God 
who made them-Apiece of Idolatry practiſed amongſt many 
of the Inhabitants of Florida;and the Natiyes of Tg Oe h 
formerly . 


(6) 
formerly no frangers to it, ard generally in the Souther». 4- 
—_— they have fet up the ceſtroyer of Souls for their 
eitie. | 
Some have worſhipped the Hoſts of Heaven, 
GC the Sun, the Moon,and the Stzrs, Nay, the Jews 
Cap. 14. themſelves, tho' infirudted in the true worthip 
of God, became fo ſottiſh as to take up this 
piece of Idolitry in imitation of their Heathen Neighbours : 
for it is ſaid, Jer. 19. 13. And the houſes of Jeruſalem, and the 
houſes of the Kings of Judah ſhall be defi'ed as the place of 'To- 
phet, becauſe of all the houſes upon whoſe roofs they have ournt 
Incen'e unto all the Hoit of Heaven, Strange ! that a people 
favoured with ſo many ſftupendious Miracles, to reader the 
belief of the Meſſages of God to them the more eaſlte, ſhould 
be ſo ſoon drawn away to the worſhipping of the Celeſtial 
Luminaries! one would have thought that the many excellent 
priveledges they were bleſſed with beyond others ; and the 
excellent informations they had from the inſpired Prophets, 
ſhould have ſufficiently fortified them againſt (o groſs a piece 
of Idolatry. Bautwe are told, 2 Kings 17. 16. That they 
left all the Commandments of the Lord their God, and made them 
Molten Images, even two Calves, and made a grove, and wor(hip- 
ped all the Hoſt of Heaven, and ſerved Baal. 

Others, as the antient Perſians have ſet up Fire for their 
God, and with a blind Zeal have paid it their Devotions. 
Matth. Theat. Hiſtor, p. 13. (ays, Chaldei ignem ſacrum pro 
Deo colueruntz that the Chal/deans alſo worſhipped ſacred 
Fire; and he aſſigns the reaſon of it. Cum enim andierant Sa- 
crificia a Santtis Patriarchis oblata, Igne celiths delapſo Incenſa, 
& conſumpta eſſe 3 non Deum, cujus porentid illud fiebat, ſed ipſum 


-Tpnem colere ſtolidi ceperunt. They paid this Reverence to the 


Element of Fire, becauſe they had heard that it conſumed 
the Sacrifices which were offered up by the antieat Patriarchs. 
Bur the Egyptians, on the contrary, choſe out the Element 
of Water for their Deity; and {o made their devout Ad- 
dreſſes to the Banks of their famous N4us. Hereupon, ſays 
Talius Firmicus,de Errore, Prof, Relig. p. 2, Agypti incole Aqua- 
rum beneficia percipiemtes, Aquam colunt, Aquis ſupplicant, = 
uper-= 


(7) 
ſuper ftirioſ# votorum continuatione venerantur, The Egyptians 
perceiving the great advantages of the Ele y;q. c416 Rhodiziai 
ment of Water, worſhip the Waters, pray le#imes Antiquas. 
to them, and addreſs them with their re- ?- 1439- 

peated ſuperſtitious Vows. 

Others again, altho' hay worſhip God, yet they admit ei- 
ther Angels, or Men, or ſome other creature, to ſhare with 
God in their devorional Addreſſes. Thus many amongſt the 
Heathens have adored finful Men, whoſe Vices gave them 
their Divinity, and whole Crimes were their Conſecrarions. 
Bacchus, and YVenw, were numbred. amongſt their Deities, 
and had their reſpetive Homages paid them. id. Cecil. Cy- 
prian. de Idolorum vanitat. p. 2. and Minut. Felix. de 1dolorum 
vanitat. p. 27. lays ſant, & Acca Larentia, & Flora, Mere- 
trices propudioſe, inter Romanorum Deog computande. 

Others have adored Men famous for their Virtue, or emi- 
nent for ſome notable Exploits, or ſome remarkable Ar- 
chievements. Thus the Heathens advanced their Hero's into 
the number of their Gods, and che Papiſts pay Divine Ho- 
nours to their Cannonized Saints: For nothing more com- 
mon with theſe latter, than to addreſs their ſupplications to 
St. Francis, and St. Dominick, the Virgin Mary, &c. _ 

But ſuch a Worſhip as this is falſe-worſhip, becauſe ter- 
minated upon a wrong: Objetz and is a moſt apparent af- 
front to the great God, who will not havethis honour given 
to another, 1/a. 42.8. 1 am the Lord, that is my Name, and 
my gory will 1 not give to another. To Jay a Religious reſpe& 
to any other than God, is an a_ violation of the firſt 
command z which peremptorily ſays, Thos ſbalt bave no other 
Geds before me. The Worthip of the Samaritans of old, which 
was of this ſort, was therefore cenſured by our Saviour with 
an, Ye wor ſhip ye know nor what, John 4. 22, | 

Samuel well knowing the temper of the 1/-aelites, how 
prone they were to relapſe into Idolatriesz how ready to 
preſent their Devotions to the Heathen Deities, does here 
adviſethem to ſerve God in truth, with an utter rejeRtion 
of all the Heathen Ido.s whatever. He would have them to 
confine their Worſhip only to the true God, to the glorious 
Jehovah, in oppoſition to all falſe Gods, and Gentile Deities. 
For God is the oaly proper Obje& of Religious Worthip ; - 

B | therefore 


| (F) 
therefore, ſays our Saviour, Matth. 4. 10. Thou ſhalt wor- 
ſhip the Lord thy God, and him only ſhalt thou ſerve. Per- 
ſons ought to worſhip him exclufively, without admit- 
ting any into Partnerſhip with him. For he will not 
ſuffer a Rival in his Honour, Pfal 50. 15. Gall upon me 
(not upon a Saint, or an Angel) the day of trouble, 
and I will deliver thee. None have power to ſave as God, 
therefore none ſhould have ſuch honour as he. 

(2 ) Worſhip may be falſe as to the Medium of it. 
God has declared in his ſacred Word, in what way, 
and by what means he will'be honoured, and adored. 
He knows what ways of Worſhip are moſt ſuitable to 
his own Nature, and fo what will be moſt acceptable 
to himſelf : Therefore it is no way reaſonable that in. 
theſe matters every man ſhould be left to his own wild 
fancy. For we find from experience, that when per- 
ſons have taken upon them a liberty, or licence rather, 
to preſcribe Modes of Worſhip, they have fixed upon 
{uch trifling, fuch Judicrons, and ſometimes barbarous 
Rites, as nothing comport with ſo holy, ſo merciful, ſo 
awful a Being as God is; ſo that God himſelf has all 
the reafon to determine of thoſe Modes by which he 
will be honoured, and adored. And he has poſitively 
peeſcribed the way in which he will have men to pay 
him Homage. As our Worſhip muſt be confined to 
God, as the ſolitary Obje&t of it; fo theway of it muſt © 
be limited by his ſacred Will, Men muft net make 
their own Imaginations the Rule of Worſhip. That is 
not currant Coin which has not Ceſar's Image and 
Superſcription-upon it ; 'and that is not true and war- 
rantable Worſhip,” which has not the ſtamp of a Di- 
vine Authority. - God has ſet us bounds in the Matter 
of his Worfhip, to which we dare not make any ad- 
ditions, and from. which- we are not allowed to make- 
any. defalcations,. Dent. 4. 2. Te ſhall not. add - bark 

; ehearpdcts 
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Word, which I command you, neither ſhall ye diminiſh ought 
from it, that ye may keep the Commandments of the Lord 
your God, which I command you. A like paſſage you 
tind, Deut. 12. 32. What thing ſoever I command you, ob- 
ſerve to do it, thou ſhalt not add thereto, nor diminiſh there- 
from, God will not allow any Men to make either 
additions to, or ſubſtractions from his own Worſhip. 
If Men ſabſtra&t from the Worſhip of God, and wilfully 
negle& what he has preſcribed, they daringly affront 
his Soveraignty, and quarrel at his Commands. If they 
add to his Inſtitutions, and appoint more parts ot Wor- 

- ſhip than he has done, they arraign his Wiſdom ; as if 
he had not contrived wiſely enough for his own Ho- 
nour; as if he wanted wiſdom for the Inſtituting of 
his own Worſhip. It favours of an intolerable piece 
of Arrogancy for any Man to preſume, that he can pre- 
ſcribe to God, or make any advantagious additions to 
his own Appointments. Such an one forgets the nar- 
rowneſs of his own Intelle&uals, as well as the All- 
comprehenſiveneſs of the Divine VViſdom. He does 
but diſplay his own folly, who goes about to teach the 
Omniſcient Deity what onge to be adopted into his 
VVorſhip. But to conclude this; God muſt not be 
worſhipped according to the little Model of our fancies, 
but according to his own Appointments. Not accord- 
ing to our Inventions, but his own Inſtitutions z not 
according to our Imaginations, but according to the 
Line of his own Revelations; not according to Men's 

extravagant ſggeſtions, but his own wile preſcrip- 
tions. V Vhoever offers to God a V Vorſhip which he 

has not authorized, does not ſerve him, but rather af- 
front him. Hence it was that Samuel, ſtudying, and 

- deſigning the good and welfare of the Ifraclitiſh Veo- 

ple, adviſes them to offer to God a true VVorſhip,: 

a VVorſhip which he __ approve, and aw 
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( 10) 
that ſo he might till continue to -be their propitious 
Governour, and their bountiful Benefactor. 

(2.) As perſons muſt worſhip God with a worſhip 
that is true, as to the matter-of it, ſo it muſt be right 
as to the manner ; it muſt be offered to the glorious 
Object of it with all the heart. As fearing, and ſerving 
of God in truth, is here in my text, put in oppolition to 
all falſe worſhip, ſo I humbly conceive, the ſerving 
of God with all the heart, is put in oppoſition to all 
diſtmulation, and Hypocrifie. Too many worſhip God 
with their bodies, when their hearts areeſtranged from 
him. They offer him the outward Man, and deny him 
the Soul;Preſent him with theCarcaſs of devotion,when- 
as there is no ſpirit to animate it. They give him the 
bended knee, and the hand lifted up, whilſt their minds 
are wandring after Vanity. Of ſuch kind of worſhippers 
as theſe is the complaint, Matth. 15. 8, 9. This people 
draweth nigh to me with their mouths, and honoareth me 
with their hips, but their heart is far from me. Were there 
no more bodies, ſometimes in the moſt thronged Af- 
ſemblies, then there are Souls, how ſmall would the 
numter be? How often do men diſſemble in their Du- 
ties, and offer to their God a skin inſtead of a Sacrificez 
ſo that altho their worſhip may be pompous, yet ir is 
-not fincere,arfd will not meet with acceptance from him, 
who looks beyond the ſurface, and penetrates the very 
ſecrets of the Soul. God does not only expe& that 
worſhip men preſent him ſhould be true, as to the mat- 
ter, but fincere,as to the manner. Some in the Duties of 
Re/igion are juſt like a perſon who takes his Scabbard, 
and offers it to his prince,but imploys his {word in ano- 
ther's ſervice. They will bring their bodies into the 
places of worſhip, and put them in a poſture of reve- 
.rence,whilſt their affe&tions perhaps ſhall be committing, 
ivy with ſome darling Ido),crefted in the fancy. But in. 
vain. 


(11) 
vain do fuch worſhippers preſure upon acceptance; An 
all-ſeeing eye eaſily diſcerns the fallacie, and a God of 
truth abom inates it. When the Soul, the choiceſt part 
of man, as Ingaged in his worſhip, is actively imploy ed 
in his ſervice, then does he ſmell a ſweet ſavour in it, 
Pro. 2.3. 26, My Son give,me thy heart. In all the Solemn 
and Sacred duties, which men do perform, in all the De- 
votions they preſent to their God, he demands their 
hearts and affections z without which, all the moſt glit- 
tering ſhews, and gaudy - pretences imaginable will a- 
mount to no more than a ſpecious vanity. La#antins, 
de. juftit. Lib. 5. Cap, 20. ſpeaking of the excellency ofthe 
Chriſtian Religion as unconcervably ſurmounting that 
of the Heathen; ſays, 1c nibil exigitur aliud, - quam. ſan- 
guis pecudum, & fumus, & mepta hbatio, hic bona mens, 
purum pettus, innocens 4ita,Go amongſt the Heathensand 
there is nothing but the. bload of beaſts, a little vaniſh« 
ing ſmoke, and ridiculous Sacrificing: but with us there 
is a good mind, a pure heart, and an innocent life. The 
Chriſtians - preſented - God. not-.with lain beaſts, but 
with pure hearts : And ſays the ſame Author, juſt be- 
fore, Noſtra Religio tota in animo colentss eft, quia mentem. 
ipſam pro Sacrificio habet ; Our Religion lies in the mind 
of the worſhipper, and we offer up our Souls. to God- 
for a Sacrifice. But too toomany Chriſtians of latter 
ages have ſtrangely degenerated. from- the primitive 
practice, and have ſat down fatisfied with a' few: exter- 
nal, and lazy devotions. Amongſt the Papiſts it- muſt 
be confeſſed, they have a very pompous, theatrical wor-- 
ſhip; but there is little of Soul or Spirit in it. 

Many amongſt thoſe of theReformedChurches are too 
prone to pleaſe themſelves with ſomeexternals of wor-- 
ſhip, and ſplendid formalties. But alas !. the moſt accu- 
rate external obſervances-will ne'reattract the fayoura-- 


ble eye. of God ;. when there.is an abſence of the hace. 
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{All acceptable worſhip muſt ariſe from the Center of 
the Soul, for God 55 a Spirit, John 4, 24. and nothing 
will pleaſe him but a ſpiritual worſhip. 

Well then the affeftions muſt animate all our devoti- 
ons, and the whole heart muſt be found an ingredient 
in all our ſervices: All the powers all the faculties of the 
Soul muſt be ferioufly imployed in every part of wor- 
ſhip we at any time engage in,not only the underflan- 
ding to apprehend the nature of the duties they are to 
perform, but the will, and affetions muſt be ative too. 
Every-ſaculty ought to be vigorous, and wakeful, when 
perſons are making their Religious- addrefſes to the 
glorious King, no power ſhould be dull, or fleepy. As 
for inſtance,in the duty of Prayer,the whole Soul ought 
tobe engaged in it. The underſtanding ſhould be im- 
ployed in the conſideration of God's glorious perfections, 
of our unworthineſs to appear before him, of the many 
wants we labour under, and of Gods (both) ability & 
readineſs to fupply all our neceſſities. The will ought 
to be in purpoſing the renuntiation of the 
fins which weown in c 10n, and in reſolving a diſ- 
charge of the duties, which we beg the grace to per- 
form, Our affe&tions ſhould all be ſhining, and aftive, 
when we view over the glorious perfections of the De- 


ity, ſuch as Almightineſs, Immenſity, Infinite knowledge, 


Juſtice, and holineſs ; we ſhould call up the paffion of 
fear, ſeeto have our minds poſſeſſed with a Reverential 
.awe at the thoughts of ſo termendous a Majeſty. When 
we recount his Grace, and his Mercy, his Goodneſs and 
his Bounty, our Souls ſhould be enflamed with love. 
Our hatred ſhould rife againſt fin when we acknowledge 
it, with its heightning circumſtances ; and our defires 
ſhould be carried out with a great deal of warmth after 
grace, and glory. Thus, when the powers of the Soul 
have each their reſpetive activities in duty, ' then is 
God ſerved with all the-heart, _ (3) 
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C3.) The third particular I propoſed to ſpeak to,is the 
Motive imployed to inforce the duty preſcribed. The 
conſideration of the great things which God has done 
for a people,ſhould be a powerful argument with them 
to induce them to ſerve the Lord in truth, and with 
all the heart. The Command of God does oblige, and 
ſhould engage perſons to ſerve, and adore him with fin- 
cerity,zeal and affection, But God's mercy, his goodneſs, 
& his bounty ſhould bean additional perſwaſive: When 
God with gracious, and merciful providences attends 
a people, it is but equitable they ſhould return him 
A tribute of thanks, and adoration, Signal favours, and: 
ſeaſonable deliverances ſtrongly plead with them to pre- 
fent him with their beſt, and their choiceſt ſervices: 
Such returns as theſe ſhould perſons make. 

(1.) Uponthe acconnt of Gradztude: Men ought to. 
make thankful returns to their glorious preſerver, and: 
their bountiful benefactor, for all the miracles of mer- 
cy he has ſhewed them. Whenthearm of the Lord has: 
brought them Salvation, they ſhould exprefs their thank:- 
ful ſenſe of it by devout adorations, & a toyal obſervance. 
of all his injand&ions. The Ifraelites had an ample ex- 
perience ofthe indulgent care of Heaven rowards them; 
Godin his wiſe and powerful proyidence often appeared 
ſo ſignally fer them, as that it was to the aſtoniſhment. 
of their enemies, and their own admiration. Whatan 
amazing, what a {urprizing deliverance did- he glori- 
 oafly accompliſh for them at the Red-Sea > In what a: 
miraculous way did he ſupport,and ſuftain them,during- 
their long peregrination in the Wilderneſs !- In how. 
wonderful a manner did he introduce them-into the. 
promiſed Land and ſettle them there! what aſtoniſhing 
vittories did he often give them over their enemies. 
whet1as the number of the Iſraelites was but ſmall, and: 
the armies of the Abeps like to the ſand of the Sea in-- | 
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numerable > God made them formidable to all the na. 
tions about them, Crowned them with admirable ſuc- 
ceſſes ; and made. them glorious by an unuſual train of 
providences.He ſtopt the courſe of the Sun in the Hea- 
vens to make the longer day, that they might have time 
enough to compleat the conqueſt of their Enemies, Many 
times when the confidence of their foes was advanced, 
when they threatned high,and the Iſraelites were invol- 
ved in apparent danger, had no proſpe& of an eſcape, 
then, in their extremity, has God brought them Salva- * 
tion, Now certainly ingenuity, and gratitude ſhould 
promote ſuch a people, ſo bleſſed, ſo wonderfully pre- 
ſerved, ſo (ignally owned by God,to fear, and ſerve him 
in truth, and with all the heart. Grat/tude obliged them 
to a moſt punctual obſervance of all his Commands, to a 
moſt cordial, and ſincere performance of all the duties 
he had preſcribed them. If God in an illuſtrious man- 
ner ſaves a people from ruine, if he favours them with 
uliar priveledges, - and advances them above their 
Neighbours by his choice, and;extraordinary bleſſings, 
it will be the blackeſft ingratitude in ſuch, to negle&his 
worſhip, or to put him off with a few Hypocritical de- 
votions.ls it commendable for a people to trifle in their 
worſhipping of that God, who has made his perfeCtiens 
Conſpicuous in their ſafety? Where is the Juſtice of it? 
when perſons are made eminent by their mercies, it is 
but reaſonable they ſhould give God the glory of it, by 
the moſt Cordial, and lively devotions. When Moſes 
had recounted the great-things which God had done 
for 1/rael at the Red-Sea, and in the Wilderneſs, he ſaid 
to them, Deut. 10. 1z.: 4nd now Iſrael; what doth the 
Lord thy God require of thee, but to fear the Lord thy God, 
to walk in all his ways, and to love him, and to ſerve 
the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy Soul. 
(z ) Perſons ſhould make a return of their hearty de- 
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votions to their God, for the great things he has done 
for thcm, likewiſe ih point of VViſdom ; That God 
might again appear for them 1n the times of their dan- 
ger, and diſtreſs. It is no part of wiſdom for a people 
to affront their God, to ro their glorious hay wn 
ver,or toEngagean \lmighty power againſt them. [ here- 
fore it 1s a madneſs in any, after God has fignally ap- 
peared for, and delivered them, to flight his worſhip, 
todiſſemble in their devotions, and to mock with an 
infinite Majeſty.z For thisis the way to have the divine 
Providence as Conſpicuous in their deftrution,as it was 
before eminent in their Salvation. This will engage him 
again! them as an Enemy 5 whobefore appeared for 
them in the Relation of a Friend. Therefore it 1s a 
piece of commendable Policy in a People to be {in- 
cere Adorers of their God, eſpecially after unuſual, 
and ſurprizing Deliverances, that fo he may continue 
to ſuccour,and ſave them in their Straits and Dangers , 
he may ſtill ſecure them from the Rage and Violence 
of their Deſigning Enemies ; that he may defend and 
protect them, when ſubtle Heads, and powerful Hands 
are attempting their Ruinez that when Plots, and 
baſe, and barbarous Deſigns are framing againſt them, 
he may ſuddenly blaſt, and totally diſappoint them. 
Knowing this, that as God has done great things for 
a People, fo he will continue to be friend, and to bleſs 
them, if they will be but Loyal, and dutifal, and fin- 
cere in their Adorations of him. For, ſays God, 
1 Sam. 2. 30. Them that honour me, I will honoar ; i. e. 
Thoſe who adore, and worſhip me with a Religious 
Fear, and with Devout Hearts, according to my own 
Inſtitutions, I will honour them, I will advance them 
to Dignity, I will make them glorious, and proſpe- 
rous. That therefore was good Advice of David = 
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his Son Solomon, 1 Chron. 28. g. And thou Solomon, my 
Son, know thou the God of thy, Father, and ſerve him 
with a perfect heart, and with a willing a mind ; for the 
Lord ſearcheth all hearts, aud anderſtandeth all the ima- 
ginations of the thoughts : If thou ſeek him, he will be 
found of thee; but if thou forſake him, he will caſt thee 
off for ever. 


UH SE. 


(1.) I ſhall apply this Truth by way of Reprehen- 
fion; and this condemns, 

(1.) Thoſe who negle& to fear and ſerve God 
with all their hearts, although God has d-ne great 
things for them- Many amongſt us are juſtly charge- 
able with groſs Ingratitude on this ſcore. God has 
been pleaſed to Plant the Goſpel in its Purity among 
us, and has now preſerved it with us for many years, 
in ſpite of all the Rage of Hell, and Malice of R. me. 
God has. hitherto by a ſeries of gracious Providences, 
ſecured to us our Civil and Religious Liberties, when- 
as our Enemies at home and abroad have been imploy- 
ing all their Skill and their Cunning, all their Power 
and Intereſt to wreft them. from us. They have been 
unwearied in their contriving Methods to Enſlave, 
and Ruine us : But the ſucceſs has not been anſwerable 
to their reſtles Endeavours, and their matchleſs Di- 
ligence : No, the watchful Shepherd of our 1/7ae/ 
has obſerved all their bloody and miſchievous Deligns, 
' and has been as careful to prevent and defeat them, 
as they have been ſtudious to hatch, and contrive 
their Villanies. How often has the Divine Providence 
interpoſed for us, ſheltred us from Threatning Storms 
when we were in danger,and knew 1t not ? How many 
£35 LT | A Eminent. 
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Eminent Deliverances has he wrought out for us, 
when we ſaw no Deſign againſt us, till it was ren- 
der'd vilible by the defeat? Yet after all theſe Admi- 
rable diſplays of the Divine Mercy and Goodneſs, how 
little is God ſerved, or ſincerely worſhipped amongſt 
us? How do Men trifle in their Duties ? and com- 
plemen: with their God by their External Devoti- 
ons ? Men of all Perſwalions pretend a great deal of 
Zeal for the Worſhip of God; nothing more dear to 
them, if you will beiieve what their Tongues avow 3 
yet when they come to engage in this Worſhip, of 
which they ſeem ſo fond, how much coldneſs and 
careleſneſs do they betray and diſcover ? Their hearts 
and affections do not keep them company in their 
Duties. But, where is the Equity of ſuch a Carriage? 
What ! Has God fignally owned us ? Has he been 
our glorious Prote&or ? Pſa. 126. 2. Has he filled our 
Tongues with laughter , and the Faces of our Enemies 
With ſhame and confuſion > And ſhall we flight his 
Worſhip ? Shall we offer him a dead Devotion with- 
out the heart? This will be unreaſonable, not admis 
niſtring the leaſt ſhadow for a defence. Thoſe words 
of Moſes are applicable enough to ſuch ungrateful 
Wretches, Dent. 32. 6. Do ye thus requite the Lord, oh 
fooliſh people, and unwiſe! Is not he thy Father which 
hath bought thee ? hath he not made thee, and eſtabliſhed 
thee? Was it 'not he, who delivered us from the 
Romyth Yoke ? who reſcued us from Popiſh Tyranny ? 
Has he not mace us a proſperous, and a flouriſhing 
Nation ? made us great, and glorious in the Eyes of 
our Neighbours ? and Eſtabliſhed the Reformed Reli- 
gion amongſt us ? And ſhail we dare to provoke ſuch 
a God with our Formalities, and Hypocriſies, our 
fruitleſs and heartleſs Devotions > Oh! be — 
| | C 2 | 0 
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of an Ingratitude fo black and inexcuſable ! 
(2.) This condemns alſo thoſe, who are ſo far from 
being encouraged to ſerve God from the conſideration 
of the great things he has done for us, that they mur- 
mur at, and are diſcontenred with their own mer- 
cies. They are diſſatisfied with God's gracious Provi- 
dences. They fret, and- ſtorm, and repine, becauſe 
God has delivered us. Own they wil not that God 
has done any great thing for us in the late happy Re- 
volution. The mercies which God has been pleaſed to 
hand to us by our King. they account their mif- 
fortune, and are ready to vote them oppreflion. They 
are uneafie becaufe they cannot be in Slavery. Our 
fafety is their ſorrow, and our liberty is their bon- 
dage, They can ſee nothing of a gracious Providence 
in the King's Settlement upon the Ihrone. All thoſe 
wonderful, and ſignal Succefles, which God has grant- 
ed him, have not been able to open their Eyes, or to 
make them to fee the kindneſs of Heaven to us. A 
Crown uy»on A Proteſtant head is the matter of their 
arief, and nothing will content them but a Popiſh 
Governour. They would have a King, who is an 
Enemy to their Religion, their Liberties, and their 
Peace. A ftrange Infaruation !. that any perſons pro- 
feſſing the Proteſtant Religion, loving their -own 
Countrey,. valuing their own Laws, and Government, 
ſtudious of their own Tranquility, ſhould be govern- 
ed by ſuch a Temper ! whilſt the late Kinz James 
was wpon the Throne encouraging the Popiſh Party, 
vitib'y driving to Rome with a full Career ; then they 
were unealie, till they had diſmiſſed him from the 
Government z they concluded, (as juftly they might) 
that tiiey could not long be ſafe, if ſuch Throngs 
of Prieſts and Jeſuits were admitted io croud about 
the 
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the Throne. But now the Tyde is turned, and he 
that was before ſo much their Dread, is now their 
Darling ; his Return is now eagerly deſired, whoſe 
Abſence before they could. have wiſhed for. Now, it 
muſt be ſuppoſed, he has been taught more Mildnefs, 
and Mercy, more Faithfulneſs, and Veracity in the 
French Court; and is now formed into a loving 
Temper ro Proteſtants. We muſt now imagine that 
his long Converſe with ſome of the Moſt Violent, and 
Cruel of the Catholicks, has much abated his Rigour, 
calmed his Spirit, and ſweetned him into Lenity. 
The diſcontented Party wou!d have us believe, that 
the late King, having been provoked by the Loſs of 
Three Kingdoms, having been more fully inſtructed 
in the Politicks of France ; having been exaſperated by 
the ſuggeſtions of the Papiſts about him; is now 
the better qualified for the Government of a Prote- 
ſtant People. They promiſe themſelves, that he will 
be all Clemency and Kindneſs to them ; that he 
will be ſtudious of their Intereſt, and they have ex- 
pecations of I know nat what immenſe Adyan 
which will accrue to them, in caſe he ſhould be re- 
flored. But alas.! theſe unthinking perſons do ſtrange- 
ly forget what they actually ſuffered, and what they 
were farther m danger of ſuffering under the late 
Reign. They are of the Temper of the diſcontented 
Iſraelites, whoſe cry it was, amb, 14. 4. Let us make 
@ Captain, and bet us return to Egypt. They forgat the 
Miracles at the Red-Sea, and in the Wilderneſs Al- 
though God was bringing about of their compleat 
Deliverance, and their comfortable Settlement, yet 
were they diſcontented. They would return to 
their former Bondage. They had' rather go back, 
and. lie down under Pharaoh's cruel Oppreſlion, _ 
that. 
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that” God by Moſes ſhould deliver them. Thus ma» 
ny amongſt us, are ſo lamentably beſotted that they 
had rather have their necks galled with a RomiſhYoke, 
than accept of deliverance from the hand of a Pro- 
teſtant, of a -retormed Prince. This is horrible in- 
gratitude both to God, and their King. 


(2.) By way of advice; I would perſuade all per- 
ſonsamoneſt us, to fear, and ſerve God in truth, and with 
all the-heart. Do not diſſemble with an All-knowing 
God in your Devotions. Let your affections animate 
all your duties. Keep cloſe to the ways of worſhip of 
God's own preſcription. Take not up with any ſu- 
perſtitious dotages of Men: Worſhip God according 
to his own Inſtitutions, and not according to Mens 
fancyful inventions See that all your Religious ſer- 
vices be ſuch as God does require, both as to the nuat- 
ter and the manner of them tov. Toencourage you 
to this, I would lay before you no other Motive, than 
what is offered you in my Text. For confeder how great 
things the Lord hath dune for you. | 


Conſider the many favours, and bleſſings which the 
bounty of Heaven has indulged us, God has planted 
the reformed Religion in theſe Lands, and made it a 
national _ſtabliſhment, He has favoured us with ex- 
cellent civil Priviledges, and Immunities, He has con- 
tinued theſe bleſſings now with us for many vears,not- 
withſtanding the many daring impieties, and Rebellions 
with which we provoked him : 4Altho' we have deſpi- 
ſed the riches of his goodneſs. (lizhtcd his mercy, and 
taken no care to make ſuitable returns to his bounty 
yet has he not made us deſolate, nor-> rmitted our 
reſtleſs Enemics to raviih from us vur privelidges 
either Civil, or Sacred, He has brought us mo't ex- 
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cellent, and wonderful Salvations, when our caſe 
has been deplorable, and we juſtupon the brink of 
ruine. 

It was not long (ince we had a Poptſh Governour 
ſeated upon the Engliſh Throne, ſwaying the Scepter 
according to the dire&ions of Popiſh Council. Then 
they attempted to Subject us to the Romih Yoke, and 
to introduce amongſt uz the Idolatries, and Super- 
ſtitions of the Romiþ Church. Had we but continued 
a few years longer under th:t Government, in all pro- 
bability we might have ſeen all our Religious, and 
Civil Liberties torn from us. For where ever Po- 
pery comes, it brings Idolatry into the Church, and 
uſually ſlavery into the ſtate. 

the delign which was then. on foot, was: to have 
reduced us to the Poſture of France, to have made us 
Slaves, and Idolators, And had. not our Gracious 
God happily prevented: them, by the: late ſeaſonable 


revolution; inſtead of a well-limitted Monarchy in 


the ſtate, we ſhould have ſmarted @nder a barbarous 
Tyranny. Inſtead of Religion, and true worſhip in 
the Church, we ſhould have been over-run with 
multitudes of Superſtitions Foperies , and unwar- 
rantable devotions, In liew of Solid Goſpel truths to 
have been preached to publick Auditorys, we ſhould 
have been entertained with. nothing but Legendary 
Stories from the Prieſts, and. Monks, of equal truth 
with the moſt fablous Romance, Inſtead. of Devout 
prayers, in our own Tongue, we ſhould have been 
put. off with a little Latine Service, with ſome 4ve Ma- 
ria's & pater nofters. Beads would have - been more 
frequently handled than our Bibles. Inſtead of the 
Compleat Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, we ſhould 

have had only a Part of itz the Cup being.denyed the ' 
Layity by the Church of Rome. Re 
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'To conclude, Inſtead of an Indulgence to tender 
Conſciences, we ſhould have been Treated with fire, 
and faggot, with all the Severities, and Cruel- 
ties that Popiſh Malice could have ſuggeſted, 

But bleſſed be the- Lord, who gave us not a prey to 
their Teeth, Pſ. 124.6, He by a gractous,& an unexpected 
providence prevented theſe miſeries which threatned 
us. He ſent,our, Myſes amongſt us,to ſecure,and deliver 
us from our, more, than Egyptian Foes. He opporture- 
ly conducted our King to the Brittiſh ſhore, led him 
on, without blood, or oppoſition to the 1 hrone, there 
he ſeated him to the general joy of the Nation, and 
to the Confuſion of our avowed Enemies ; where ſtil! 
he ſits, to the fatisfation of the moſt, and the beſt of 
his.Subjects. 

But yet it muſt be confeſt that a Malignant party 
amonegſt us, envy him, his Honour and Advancement, 
and are troubled to ſee ſo much vertue mounted to 
a Throne. TheyTrieve, that one ſo fitted for Govern- 
ment, one ſo tender of our ſafety, one ſo concerned 
for the preſervation of the Proteſtant Religion, one 
ſomiich an Enemy to an Arbitary ſway, ſhould be 
graced with a Crown. 

Hereupon they have been inceflantly contriving 
how 'they might diveſt him of his Regal dignity, and 
give him a remove from ſo high a Station.. 1 hey 
have for many years ſucceſſively been proſecuting Me- 
thods for the depriving him of his Life, and Throne. 
But that powerful providence, which raiſed him fo 
high,has hitherto been his guard, and defence. It has 
=” glorious 1n his protection, and his enemies de- 
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But of late all their conſults , and deſigns were 
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juſt brought to an iſſue, for they reſolved with a deſ- 
perate party of Men well armed, and equipped to 
have aſlaulted the King in his Coach ; there to have 
killed, and murdered him. Some of them were to 
have ſet upon the Guards, whilſt others were to have 
been imployed in the barbarous Aflaſſinating of his 
Royal Perſon. And afſoon as they thould have ac- 
compliſhed their bloody. delign, and have Executed 
their Helliſh purpoſe, they would have embroyled 
the Nation, by the univerſal inſurre&ion of the dif- 
ſatisfied party. Then all this was to have been fol- 
lowed with an invaſion from France. Inhumane vi- 
lany! What| to ſeek to take off the Life of - ſo ex- 
excellent, ſo couragious, ſo merciful, ſojuſt a Prince 
by a Clandeftine Murder. What ! to raiſe an un- 
natural War in our own bowels! And to invite 
over the barbarous French to execute their - horrid 
cruelties amongſt us! Oh! how baſe! how black 
a deſign was this ! 

But what great things hath the Lord done for 
us! He timely detected this Inhumane vilany, he 
has brought into a clear Light their bloody deſign 5 
He has turned their ſubtle contrivance into fooliſh. 
neſs. He has made ſome of the Conſpirators them- 
ſelves to be the diſcovers of this Matchleſs Treaſon. And 
maugre all their Helliſh Projets, our King is in 
ſafety, our Nation is in peacez and the miſchief 
theſe Miſcreants defigned for the beſt of Princes, is 
fallen upon their own heads, ſo- that we can Joyful- 
ly fing with the Pſalmiſt, Pſahns 9. 16, The wicked 
is ſnared in the Work of his own Hands. Higgaion 
Selah. 

But that we may the more fully apprehend the great 
things God has done for us in defeating of this bar- 


barous deſign. Let us conſider, | 
Ly (:.) The 
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1.) The perſon, whoſe life theſe Baſe, and Bloody 
Aflaſlines would have taken off The life of a Proteſt- 
ant Prince, of a great General, Eminent for Courage 
and Condutt, of one, who, under God, is the ſafety 
of the Nation ; the Cement of the Confederacy a- 
gainſt the power of France : Of one, who Rules us 
with all mildneſs, and clemency according to our own 
Laws, and Conſtitutions, and expoſes his dear Life 
in the high-places of the Field every year, for the 
preſervation of the Proteſtant Religion , and our 
Nation's ſecurity. . How readily does he endure all 
the Fatigues of War? And to what great dangers 
does he expoſe His Royal Perſon continually 2 How 
forward is he to face the Eenemy in the Field, and 
to ſtand the ſhock of all their war-like affaults? 

He isa King, Who ſeeks not to advance his own 
Prerogative , by tratnpling- upon the Liberties . of 
the Subject, nor ſtudies to make himſelf great by 
the oppreſſion of his People. But he is one, who 
makes our ſafety, our intereſt, and our happineſs 
his own. What a Vilany then muſt it needs be ! 
to endeavour ſecretly to- Affaſſinate ſo- brave, ſo 
excellent, ſo vertuous, and fo renouned a Prince ? 
This enhances the crime, and makes it look with 
the blackeſt hue. | 


(2.) Conſider, what-in all probability, would have 
been the fatal conſequences of the Execution 'of 
this bloody deſign ; We ſhould have been infeſted 
with all the miſeries, and doleful Calamites, which 
are. the uſual products of Inteftine Wars. Savage 
cruelties. would have been exerciſed towards innocent, 
and peaceable men, The Swords of our Male:con- 
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tents would have been drawn, and have been ſharp- 
ned into a very great keenneſs, by the affiſtance they 
were to' have had from France : Animated by French 
Dragoons what barbarties would they not havebeen 
gui.ty of, And if a Gallick Army had invaded us, 
what Cruelties, what inhumanities, what grievous 
oppreſhons muſt we have expected from them ! could 
we have hoped for any thing of mildneſs or mercy 
from thoſe, who have for many years, been trained 
up in blood, and violence ; been all along accuſtom- 
ed to ſpoil, and rapine! They, being our profeſt 
Enemies, on the account of Religion, they would 
have thence been animated to have treatedus with 
all the Rage, and Rigour, and Cruelty imaginable. 
They would have fired our Touns, defaced, and 
demoliſhed our places of worſhip, ſeized upon our 
Treaſures, flain our young Men, with the Sword, 
deflowered our Virgins, made havock of our dele&- 
able things ; and have fallen upon us with all the 
rage, and inſolence of Papiſts, and Souldiers. For 
how can we conceive that they would have done 
leſs, than have acted fo diſmal a tragedy, in an E- 
nemie's Country ? Oh ! what man of ſenſe, of hon- 
our, or Religion would have engaged in ſo baſe, fo 
villanous a deſign, to have enſlaved, to have ruined , 
to have deſtroyed, and laid waſt the Land of his 


. Nativity 2 Heathens have often Sacrificed their lives 


for the ſafety of their Country z but here we had 
Chriſtians, pretended Members of the National Eſta- 
bliſhed Church, Embarked in a deſign to deluge their 
Country with the worſt of miſeries. Oh ! Unpar- 
alelled Villany ! Some of the Confpirators preten- 
ded it to be the Cauſe of God, in which they were en- 
gaged, and that they deſigned the good of the _— 
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{o that it feems, like thoſe of Old, Mzc. 3. 10. They. 
were for building up of Zion with blood, and Jeruſalem 
with iniquity. So that they would have built their 
Church with the ruins of. the Nation, and have ce- 
mented it with the blood of the Slain. Let us learn 
to rate the greatneſs of the Deliverance, from the dil- 
mal Conſequences of the Deſign, 1f it ſhould have 
ſucceeded. 


( 3. ) Conſider, that this Bloody and Villanous 
Conſpiracy was juſt ripe for Execution. The Aſaſ- 
fines were. ready to have diſpatched the King : They 
were prepared to have given the Afault, waiting 
only for the Critical Moment which might favour 
their Deſign. They impatiently expected the King's 
motion abroad, that they might have had - an oppor- 
tunity - to practiſe their intended Villany. Multi- 
tudes of the Diſcontented Party were prepared for 
an Inſurre&tion. The French were in a readineſs to 
have made a Deſcent upon us with their formidable 
Troops. 'ſhe generality of the Nation began to be 
uneahe at home, becauſe of the badneſs of our Mo- 
ney : Our Enerfiies were confident of their Succeſs. 
And were little, or nothing ſenſible of our Danger. 
Thus were we juſt upon the brink of Ruine : But 
Divine Providence interpoſed, ſuddenly cruſhed this 
ſubtle Contrivance, prevented the Fatal Blow. which 
was intended ; dete&ted the Plot, laid open the De. 
ſign, and turned. the Intended Mifchief upon the 
. Heads of the Barbarous Conſpirators. How illuſtri- 
ouſly, has the Divine Goodneſs appeared in revealing 
this Secret Wickedneſs, when it was juſt arrived at 


the Accompliſhment ! Certainly he muſt be wretch-. 


edly blind, who cannot yet ſee the great things God 
has done for us. | (4.) Now 
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( 4: ) Now let us conſider the fignal Mercies we 
do yet enjoy, notwithſtanding all the Malice and De- 
ſigns of our Inveterate Enemies. Our King is yet in 
Safety, and our Nation in Peace. We yet enjoy the 
Worſhip of God without Idolatry ; we have Liberty 
without Slavery. The Sword does not ravage in the 
midſt of our Bowels. Every one fits down joyfully 
| under his own Vine, and his own: Fig-Tree ; and there ts 
Yo none to make us afraid, Micah 4. 44 We live under 
the Conduct of Gentle Governours, who do not'make 
us to bend under a Gallick Yoke, nor Reign over us 
with an Egyptian Rigour. They do not Rule us 
with Rods of lron, nor Scepters of Steel : But they 
treat us with all the Lenity and Mildneſs, with all 
the Juſtice and Righteouſneſs that the moſt diſcon- 
tented amongſt us can poſſibly expe&. . Can perſons 
have the vanity to ſuppoſe thatwe ſhould be full as 
ealie under the Government of a Popiſh Power! Can 
they believe that the late King. (now more fully 
taught the Methods of Perſecution and Severity in 
1 the French Court) would upon his return, ( which 
God prevent) be more tender of our Lives, our Li- 
berties, or more intent upon the promoting of our 
common Tranquility? What Man of thought, or 
penetration can ever give admittance - to ſo ground-- 
leſs a ſuppoſition ? 


— Well, notwithſtanding the reſtleſs Malice of our. 

Enemies, Heaven ſhowers down a plenty of Mercies 

inceflantly upon us. . Let us thankfully own God as 

out Bountitul BenefaRor in the beſtowment of them, 

as our Glorious Prote&or, in continuing to us the 

quiet and” peaceable poſlefſion of them. We have | 

many Eminent Bleſſings both Civil, and- Sacred, : | 
| iT whiclt: { 
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which our Enraged Adverſaries have not as yet been 
able by Cunning or Power to raviſth from us. Let 
our God have the' glory of all. Let the confideration 
of our preſent Tranquility engage us to fear God, 
and to ſerve him in Truth, and wirh all our heart. ” 
Let us no more put him oft with heartleſs, and hy- 
pocritical Devotions. Let all our Services be accom- 
panied with Sincerity. God was real in our Delive- 
rance, let us be real in our Duties. Let our warmeſt 
Aﬀections animate all our Devotions. What greater ' 
Motive can be propounded to you, to engage you in 
the cordial Service of your God, than this great, this 
fignal, this eminent Deliverance, which he has ſo ſea- 
ſonably wrought out for us, Deut. 11. 7, 8. Your Eyes 
have feen all the great atts of the Lord, which he djd, 
therefore ſhall ye . 2m all the Commands which I com- 
mand you this day, Own the kindneſs of Heaven, 
ſeen in the ſafety of the King, and our own Security, 
by Thankful Lips, . and Loyal Cb-dient Lives. Let 
us- offer him the Sacrifice of Praiſe ; let us magnifie 
his Name, and grace our Profeſſion by a Religious, an 
Honeſt, and a Sober Converſation, that God may not 
frown upon us; but may continue with us the Bleſ- 
ſings of Time, and at laſt raviſh our Souls with the 
Joys of Eternity. 
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